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SUBJECT: KOREAN ISSUE AT COLOMBO NAC 

REF: SEOUL 1729 

1 . EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO ADD SOME COMMENTS TO SEOUL 
REFTEL TO FURTHER CLARIFY SITUATION. WE FEEL 

COMMENT THAT NORTH KOREANS ARE ATTEMPTING TO ESTABLISH 
PARITY WITH SOUTH KOREANS IN COLOMBO MAY BE MISLEADING. 

SRI LANKA GOVERNMENT (GSL) EXTENDED DIPLOMATIC 
RECOGNITION TO DPRK IN 1970 AND NORTH KOREANS HAD EMBASSY 
HERE UNTIL APRIL 1971. DPRK AMBASSADOR TO NEW DELHI IS NOW 
CONCURRENTLY ACCREDITED TO GSL. ROK HAS 
NOT BEEN ACCORDED DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION BY GSL. THUS 
OUR UNDERSTANDING IS THAT SOUTH KOREANS ARE ANXIOUS 
TO ESTABLISH PARITY FOR THEMSELVES BY OBTAINING GSL'S 
AGREEMENT TO EXTEND DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION TO SEOUL. 

WE HAVE BEEN TOLD THIS IN SEOUL’S PRIMARY AIM AND 

QUESTION OF DIPLOMATIC REPRESENTATION IN COLOMBO IS 

SECONDARY, AS LONG AS BOTH NORTH AND SOUTH ARE TREATED EQUALLY. 

2. REALISTICALLY. PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE WILL 
HAVE GREAT DIFFICULTY RESISTING PRESSURES FROM 
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REESTABLISH RESIDENT EMBASSY HERE PRIOR TO NON-ALIGNED 
SUMMIT IN AUGUST, WHICH, BY ALL INDICATIONS, KIM II SUNG PLANS 
TO ATTEND. MUCH MAY DEPEND ON HOW INSISTENT 
PM IS IN REQUIRING EXPLANATION FORM NORTH KOREANS 
REGARDING THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN ILLEGAL CURRENCY 
TRANSACTION IN APRIL 1971. TIMING OF TRANSACTION 
COINCIDED WITH LEFTIST INSURRECTION AND LED TO NORTH 
KOREAN DIPLOMATS BEING EXPELLED AT THAT TIME. 

ALTHOUGH LEGAL PRECEEDINGS ARE JUST BEING WOUND UP IN 
FOREIGN EXCHANGE CONTROL VIOLATION CASE IN WHICH 
NORTH KOREANS ARE INVOLVED. HEARING DID NOT MAKE CLEAR 
WHAT NORTH KOREAN ROLE WAS NOR HAS PYONGYANG SUBMITTED 
SATISFACTORY EXPLANATION OF ITS INVOLVEMENT AS 
REQUESTED BY GSL. APPEARS TO US ONLY BASIS FOR HOPING 
NORTH KOREANS WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO REESTABLISH 
RESIDENT EMBASSY IS IF PM, WHO CAN BE VERY VINDICTIVE, 

DIGS IN HER HEELS AND INSISTS ON EXPLANATION SATISFACTORY 
TO HER. 

3. EMBASSY HAS BEEN SUPPORTING ROK TRADE REPRESENTATIVE'S 
EFFORTS TO ENSURE THAT SOUTH KOREA WILL ATTAIN 
DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION FROM GSL IF NORTH KOREA IS 
ALLOWED RESIDENT REPRESENTATION. OUR ASSESSMENT IS 
THAT IT IS HIGHLY DOUBTFUL WHETHER GSL WILL PRUBLICLY 
EXTEND RECOGNITION TO ROK BEFORE NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT. 

VAN HOT JEN 
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